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Civility is one of the greatest debates that took the stage in social and political arena in the United States in 1960s.  During this period, Civility was nothing less than the law of the land. The support of civility was however very hard during this time because it was faced with endless challenges and opposition from different individuals and social groups such as students, activists, and other interest George groups[footnoteRef:2]. Individuals such as martin Luther King Jr. supported the disobedience of civility. All these forces made the maintenance of civility very hard.  [2:  Merrill, Dennis, and Thomas Paterson. Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, Volume II: Since 1914. Vol. 2. Cengage Learning, 2009.] 

The article presents a question regarding the civilization and the true definition accrued to it. The query came as a result of continued nonviolent and violent protests in the entire period of Civil rights movements. These practices at some points were regarded as the Jumping off the point as the question on to what extent should the government and civility be allowed to rich could be ignored. Considering the flow of event, most people would express themselves in ways which were contrary to the civil norms in the US.  Consequently, there was a clash between the law and civility which dominated in the 1960s. This clash revolved around the mode of dressing, beliefs, language, sexuality and lifestyle. 
Kenneth Cmiel presents a series of civility progression in the United States in the 1960s. This progression includes amendments such as the First Amendment which condemned the use of offensive words to human beings on the streets. Cmiel notes that “The Supreme Court had declared that some certain words were not protected by the First Amendment. Not only fighting words, but also “lewd,” “obscene” and “profane” were all excluded from protection.”1 This was made a law and legalized by the court to support civility. This amendment gained support from the Christian teachings such as loving ones enemy.  This notion was however opposed by African Americans arguing that it was structured to support racial inequities. 
The nonviolent resistance followed resulted from the social and interest groups of students and activists as a way of peacefully challenging this structure. The nonviolent resistance involved peaceful demonstrations in which the demonstrators challenged the system that supported civility. These groups used this strategy to call for attention to the inequalities that existed in the system. This strategy was an organized and at the same time complicated. It involved four stages which included problem identification, a trial to negotiate peaceful protests and when further negotiations. Though the strategy of polite protests was meant to avoid violence and remain nice, it was also opposed by the whites arguing that it had the potential to steer up and incite violence. 
 The polite protests were followed by the counterculture. The counterculture was highly embraced by the youths and students because it had a higher value of authenticity as compared to civility. The counterculture was characterized by such behaviors as keeping long hair, change in the dressing style. Those who were against counterculture argued that boys looked like girls, which to them was not only disrupting but also disgusting. The counterculture started defending the use of drugs. 
[footnoteRef:3]
 [3: 1 Merrill, Dennis, and Thomas Paterson. Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, Volume II: Since 1914. Vol. 2. Cengage Learning, 2009] 
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